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An EPIGR AM. 


0 form an Eng! ne, once, we find, 

An Artiſt rack d his Brains, 
: By which to torture Human-kind ; 
And 925 di if for his Pains. DOE 


So He who Ridicule had made 
The Teſt of True and Right, 
In his own Balance now is weigh'd, 
And found, how kalle! how Babel 
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"\EEING the following Treaiſe hath 
been penned on fer Purpoſe to vindi- 
CRE. Thy Taſte againſt the impudent 

| Attempts of a ſew, who would impoſe their 

On vpoa Thee, it cannot ſo properly be 

dedicated to any one, as to Thyſelf. For- 

aſmuch allo as many Perform ances, not only 
ſuch as are of little or no Length or Weight, 
but allo the Voluminous and Heavy, rely- 

g ing purely on Thy Favour, have ventured 

forth iatco the Light, and lived io lee ſeveral | 
TE BEET _ Gene». | 
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I Dnvication. 


Generations of Books, right valuable in 
themſelves, riſe and periſh in Oblivion, it is 
humbly hoped this little Youngling of mine, 
Which 5 55 not its own Merit, but pre- 
ſumeth on Thy Benevolence alone, will meet 
with the like kind Reception from Thee. 
If it hath Thy Approbation, being as modeſt 


as if is young, it ſhall therewith be content, 
5 and look no further. 


E 
1 — a = — — — — — "IR 
: - — 7 — 22 : 
» * 3 — — 52 N * 32 * 
cnt — 3 — — — vo * * 2) 
— — — . ” — ? : 
—— — — 


= _— 


— Ern——ey 
, Ps 3 3 
KKK — — 


— 
ä 


| Twi 8 E Perſons, who wonld EY __ 
upon them to be Thy Teachers, and 1 
ſcribe to Thee in Matters of Taſte A 15 
uudgmeat, will as their Rods heavily = 
this my little Infant, as well becauſe 
pleadeth i in Behalf of Thy Privilege 8 i. 
their Encroachments, as becauſe it deliver- 
eth itſelf in a Stile and Manner not alto- 
gether authorized by them. Bur, I hope, 
8 it is Thy Advocate, ſo Thou wilt be its 
Sponſor and Prote&or, more eſpecially 
. afainſt the Malice and Craft of that black 
"Tribe, which, above all others, laboureth 
to abridge Thy Privileges, and. alneth at a 
Tyranny over the Mind and Conſcience, 
_ Thoſe Perſons, althou gh, on many Occa- 
ſions, they pay Thee no ſmall Court, are, 
nevertheleſs, by Profeſſion, Thy (worn 
Enemies; and, agreeably chereunto, ſome 
among chem do moſt cordially both deſpiſe 
: and hate Fes Be Thou aware of ſuch; 


for, 
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for, albeit they make but a ſmall Body, yet 
fo great is the Frowardneſs and Virulence of 
their Natures, that they force the reſt, con- 
trary to their great, Reſpect for Thee, 8 
join in the Cry againſt Thee. I expect all, 
which the Teeth and Nails of that Frater- 
nity can do, for my Attachment to Thy 
favourite Author, the Lord 7 —½. 
However, his Lordſhip hath a competent 
Number of hopefal young Shoots ſpringing - 
up, and putting forth apace even among, 
that Thicket of Thorns, who, in a ſhort 
Space of Time, will form a powerful Party, 
po as greatly to increaſe the Number of his, 
and, e of Thy 220080 and 8 


: Porters. Th 


1 8 PPOSE it is owing to tbe Confolng- 
cies of the afore-mentioned Perſons, that 
we fo frequently hear Thee railed at in ſuch 
Expreſſions as theſe: What a World is this! 

I hat will the World come to! The World is 
growing every Day worſe and worſe! The 
World 7s come to that Paſs, &c. Not fariſ- 
tied with theſe pt Fri Reflections, they 
even proceed ſo far as formally to renounce 

Tube, together with the Devil, with whom, 
| after all, they deal largely, and generally 
| confult in Matters of the laſt Conſequence z 
and therefore Thou haſt Reaſon to comfort 


"IE 2 wich the s Hopes, chat che Hatred 
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Dieren 
they pretend to Thee is as far from their 


Hearts, as that which they profeſs againſt 
him. I am the more corrohorated in this 


my Opinion, when J hear the ſame Perſons 
inadvertently blabbing ſuch Expreſſions of 
Love and Efteem for Thee as follow: /I 


might have the whole World for doing this, &c. 


I would not for ths World be guilty of, &c. 
If T were Maſter of the World, I would make 


The: Miftreſs. Nay, J alſo hear many of 


them ſwearing by Thee; from which, how- 
ever, 1 ſhould by no means conclude they 
| worſhip Thee, as their God, or even have 
an high Reſpect for Thee, did I not like 
wiſe behold them facrificing to Thee, not 
only their Conſciences, and Characters, and 
Souls, which are Offerings of no very high 
Eſtimation, but even their very Pleaſures, 
and their Lives. f 


Tur Majeſty, thinks: may very well 
turn a contemptudus Ear to all the feigned 
Invectives of the Poor, the Diſappointed, 
the Diſcontented, the Whimſical Part of 
Mankind, ſeeing the Wile, the Wealthy, 


and the Great, are thine own, to a Man, 
and that with infinite Devotion. It is for 
Thy Majeſty they break through all the 
Ties of Nature and Humanity, plorting, fail- 
ing, fighting, ſwearing, cutting the Throats 
of their Frieads aud Fathers, and ſometimes 


_— os : 2 their : 


+ Los Wo Ba 
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their own. Ic is for Thee they pretend Re. 


ligion in one Age and Circumſtance, and it 


is likewiſe to come at Thee they trample 
on it Without Scruple in another. Thou 
art their God, and their Devotion 1 is lincere 
and hearty. 


＋ u E RAT A digembling Herd of Dedica- 5 
tions have, by Miſapplication, ſo lamentably 
debauched the Expreſſions of Reſpect, that 
Language can ſcarcely ſupply me with 
Terms, both ſtrong enough to ſet forth my 
Eſteem, and, at the ſame time, ſufficiently 


delicare to enter Thy Majeity's Ears, averſe, 


in the higheſt Degree, to every the ſmalleſt 
Appearance of Flattery, I ſhall therefore 
(I know it will pleaſe Thy Majeſty) preſerve 
an unwill; Hog Silence on a Subject, which it 
requires the Self-denial of an Anchorite to 
abttain from. I will not fay one Word of 
Thy Candour and Taſte, as a Reader, Thy 
Wiſdom and Juſtice as a Governor, Thy | 
Valour and Conduct as a Soldier, Thy Hu- 
manity and Politeneſs as 2 Sa eee Thy :- 
Fidelity as a Friend, Thy Generoſity as the | 
Patron of Merit; nor che other innumerable | 
_ and illuſtrious Virtues that grace Thy ami- 
able Character, and render Thee ſo deſerv- 
edly the Admiration of All. Thele Topics, 
defended by Thy Modeſty, and exalted fat 
| above my weak, Abllicy, are reſerved ro be 8 
ö e f 
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inſcribed by a Pen of Steel, on everlaſting 


Monuments of Braſs and Marble. Ir would 


be a Profanation to laviſh Thy Praiſes on 
_ frail Paper, ſo applicable, on many Occa- 

fions, to the vileſt Uſes, more eſpecially, 
when lowered in Value, by the baſe and 

uncurrent Mintage of ſuch a mere Coiuer 
— Writers, 20. 


u it plas Thy Meggen, 
| 15 PER 
f 3 | 


Slave and Admirer, 


 MunnaNnus. 
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CANDID READER. 


N REAT i is the Satisfaction 1 en joy Te 


Letters by my contemporary Writers. 


However, it is a Pleaſure of a ve ry. peculiar Na- 
Es and cannot be even conceive. | by any other 
- Perſon, if he doth not take the Matter in the 
ſame Lig it I do. I conſider the whole Body of- -- 
Writings, that have hitherto appeared in the 
5 Da 'orld, of whatſocver Kind, whether Philoſophi- | 
cal or poetical, hiſtorical or political, moral, theo- 
_ t6ical, or critical; whether they be the Perform. 
_ ances of great Wits or Dunces, of the Learned or 
illiterate, as one great Community or Republic of 
Books, in which every individual Performance 
hath its own Place and Uſe. As in a well-regu- 
| lated Commonwealth, conſiſting of Men, there 7 
muſt be Perſons for all Purpoſes, ſome to be 
Tireaſurers, and others to be Scavengers, ſome 
to be Judges, and others to be Hangmen; ſo in 
one of Books, there ought to be tome ſublime 
and learned, others low and illiterate, ſome full _ 
of Senſe and Life, others dull and ſtupid, forme _ 
of a Senatorian Order, and ſome of a Plebeian; 
becauſe, all Books being wrote, if J miſtake not, 


beholding the daily and plentiful Addi- 
tions made to the Commonwea ith of 


1 1] 


in order to Peruſal, and all Mankind being either 
obliged by Duty, or moved by Inclination, to 
eruſe ſome Kind of Books or other, and there 
being ſuch an infinite Variety of Taſtes and Capa- 
cities among Men, prodigious Numbers would b- 
excluded from the great and delectable Exercifc 
of Reading, were it not for the plentiful Pro- 
viſion made, and laid i in, by the Writers of paſt. 
and preſent Times. We have now almoſt a Com- 
PIKE of Writings, calculated for all Sorts of 
FTaſtes, and all Degrees of Underſtanding, The 
plodding Mathematician hath his Euclid or his 
| Newton ; the Reader of Fire and 3 hath his 
Lucian or his Milton ; 5 the ſage Politician, his 
Tacitus or Machiavel;, the young Ladies, their 
Books of Battles and Slaughter; the young Gente. 
men, their Plays and Novels ; the honeſt Farmer. 
his Don Bellianis and Seven wiſe Maſters ; the 
Gay, have their Comedies; the Maanchely, thei 
Tragedies; the Moroſe, their Satires; the Fla 
terer, their Paneg gyricks; the haſty procipirat: 
eader, hath his News-Papers and Duodecimo's 
the Patient and Laborious, his huge Performance: es 
in Folio. Give me a Reader 5 never ſo odd. 
Turn, and I will give thee as odd a Writer, Sho 
fhall at Km as exactly, as if Nature had cut then m 
out for each other, Nay, on the other hand, 
will be bold to ſay, thou canſt not ſhew me 
Writer, for whom I have not a Reader ready. 
who hall tally with him notch for notch, and 
nick for nick, from one End o che Other. 
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Now, it is no Way improbable thar ſome, who 
loo upon their wn Minds as more refined than 
thoſe of other Men, may object to me the Unrea- 

fonablenets of being pleated to ſee ſuch a Number 
of il Taſtes 5 and fed by Writings of 2 
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mean Character, as they pe rhaps may call them, 
and 0 repugnant to right Reaton and Nature. 


BU T let thoſe OVer-nice Palins conſider, what 
7 


it is they are pleaſed to brand with ſuch injurious, 
Appellations. Perhaps it is a Romance; for In- 
ſtance, the Renowned Hiſtory of Valentine and 


Orſon ; which, upon a cloſe Scrutiny and Calcu- 


lation, I find to be read by Four Perſons, for One 
who reads an Homer or a Newton.” By what Au- 
_ thority can this huge Body of Pec op le, free, at 
{eaſt in theſe Countries, and feared by the King 
of France, be deprived of their Right to this de- 
 teRtable Author? Or, with what Affur ance can a 
tow ſupercilious Critics take upon them to con- P 
_ demn their Taſte in this Behalt ? Ef: 5 


5 L 
RE A 50 1585 Nature 15 and where is Na- 
ture to be found, it not among thoſe who are un- 


minted with Art, and unrefined by Prejudices ? 


Ik thou, O Objector, whoever thou art, halt la- 
boured to force Nature, and acquire a certain 
Luxury of Taſte, muſt thou prelently take upon 
thee the Office of a Cenſor, and preſume to re- 
duce the World to thine own whimſical and for- 
mal Way of Thinking? Thou haft deviated from 
Nature. It was Study and Art that taught thee 
to think in Tramels, and reduced thee, from the 
boundleſs Liberty of Nature, to a Parcel of dry 
Rules con cerning Unity, Uniformity, and Pro- 
* vability. Surely, thou mull remember, that it 
was in Schools and Colleges thou learnedſt rhe 
impertinences. The Reader of Valentine and 
Orſon is uneducated, that is, unprejudiced, and 


guided by Nature alone to that amuſing Fe -rfocm- 


ance 3 and, therefore, thou doeſt Ill to tay his 
£ alte IS unnatural, The Books, wherewith thou 


. pirates 


e 


= i 


. 12 \ > 


pleaſeſt thy ſelf, are of a Nature fo odd and out- 
of-the-way, that it is the Work of an whole Lise 
to bring oncle} to underſtand and reliſh them 
They have certainly cracked thy Brains, or tho: 
g couldeſt not be ſo abſurd as to think them natura! 
merely becauſe thou haſt habituated thyſelf to 
them, or think of impoſing a Taſte for them on 
Others, who find a ſhorter and eaſter Way to be 
pleaſed. Thou art like thoſe wiſe People, who. 
by forfaking Nature, and Keaſon too, have re- 
duced themfelves. to luch a Pals, that the y cannot. - 
take their Breakfaſt, till it is brought them from 
the Indies; whereas the Reader of Valentine anc. 
- Orſon reſemblech him, who findeth a pleaſant an 
plencitul Breaxtaſt at Home. Every partic i: | 
| Claſs of Readers is for giving Rules to all the 
reſt, and converting the whole World to their 
own. Opinions and Taſtes becauſe, truly, they 
cannot ſee the Profit or Pleaſire of peruſing tho 
Writings, which others ſeem to be to intire! 
taken up with. The Mathemaiician is utterly 
a Loſs to underſtand the ſtrange, and, in his 005 
nion, wild, Flights of Homer, The Fire and 
Imagination, th: t break with ſuch Heat ard Luſtre 
from that F ather of Poctry, feem all Frenzy and 
Extravagance to his cold and ſober Underftand- 
ing; nor is there any Phænomenon in Nature 
which he finds it fo difficult to account for, as 
the ſurpriſing Admiration, with which his darin; 
Sallies, and hare-brained For are attended to. 
It is amazing to him; that Matters, which admit 
of no Demonſtration: ſhould at all amuſe Or en 
gage a reaſonahle Creature, and gain ſacl Num. 
bers of Read ers, Imitators, and Admirers in al 


Ages and N ations. 
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Ox the other hand! the Poet, and, in general, 


all Readers of Fire and Fan y, are as much alto- 


niſhed at the ſtrange Infatuation of Mathematical 


Learning. They Hook upon it as a dry, but be- 
witching Study, that engages, without giving 


Pleaſure, and draws on a w Eigen Sort of Ad- 


mirers, with Hopes of Diſcoveries, Which would 
render them famous, could th ey be mace, and 


which Nature hath had from others, but cannot 


conceal from the fingular Sag ac ity of their Minds. 
The Mathematician, if you wil! believe the Poet, 
is the moſt ſtiff and conceit- d, the moſt enthu- 
ſlaſtick and ignorant of all Man kind ; and his 
Knowledge, u 1t TAY: be called fo, the moſt im- 
pertinent t and ulcle e 


Tabus RP unreaſonal bly condemns his hs 


> The Poet would propote the Pleatures of Imagi- 
nation to Perſons who have none; and the Ma- 
thematician again, is for eſtimating the Poet's 
Fire by zus own Ice, The fame may be ſaid of 
other Readers, howſoever d \afted and diſtinguiſhed. 
They admire their own, 4nd « tan; the Studies 5 
of others; and a conce! ced Spirit of Profelyriſm 0 


Teigns univerſally among ; them all. 


Now! for my part, lam for giving Toleratien 5 
to all Sorts of Readers to ind aloe chemſclves un- 
reni{ured and uncontrouled, in the Peruſal of all 
tuch Writings as their various Humours or Taſtes 

| ſhall reſpecttiwely diſpoſe them to. There is no 
MWork made pub lick, from the N Folio, 
which coſt a Life in the Compoſition, down to 
the daily Journal, the Child of half an Hour, 
which doth not afford me a very ſenſible Satiſ- 
faction, inaſmuch as I look upon them all, as new 


Births, ! ro increaſe che Com monwealth of Letters, 


and 
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and new Acceſſions to the Treaſury of Reading, 
As on the one hand, I would not have the Works 
of Hemer, Plato, Paſe all, Newton, or Berkley, de- 
ſtroyed ; ſo neither would ] vote, that the Lucu- 
1 brations of Tom Brown, Durfey, Quarles, Foſter, 
WI Morgan, Hucheſon, or Drummond, | ould periſh, 
4 Let them live as long as they can, and enjoy their 
1 ſeveral Sets of Readers for ever, or for a Winter, 
My according as tiey are calculated for Duration; and 
tet no Man, nor Set of Men, pretend to condemn 
al ſuch Books, Pamphlets, or Ballads, as have not 
WT an Imprimatur from them. As we freely live, ſo 
tet us ircely read. An univerſal Caterer, either 
1 if for Head or Stomach, would be the moſt bun 
(il 1 EN unnatural of all Tyrus. . __ 
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ET was =) into theſe Refle ions by me ex 
| + traordinary Performances, which I have long 
WH admired, but lately heard condemned, in a very 
. 1 arbitrary manner, as a filly and ſenſeleſs ſort of 
11.8 | EW rigngs. The GE am going t. mention 
and juſtify, have many Readers, and as many 
Admirers, whoſe Privilege of being inſtructed or 
lf diverted, as they pleaſe, I take to be very injuri- 
ouſly Grice at by the afore-mentioned heavy Cen- 
f| fure; and what greatly aggravates their Grievance 
and my owns, that, were we deprived of thoſe. 
Writings, we ſhould be almoſt totally ſhut out 
| from Information and Entertainment | in the way 
of Reading. DE 5 
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85 7+ HE Giſt 1 hall take notice of, is a Scheme 
propoſed in Hill's Arithmetick for making Latin 
| Verſes by an arithmetical Table. The whole 
Treatiſe is a valuable Work in every reſpect, but 
never enough to be admired for this ſtupendous 
Invention, by wich, 6 many Verſes as * 
make 
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malte an Jliad, or an ÆAncid, winkt bs told out in 
a few Days, without the leaſt Labour of the Brain, 
either in compoling or reading them. Surpriſing 


Author ! Had he hved in the earlier Ages of the 
World, when -the Gods were a making, he had 
certainly been deified. We thould never have 
| heard of Apollo, the Muſes, Orpheus, Homer, or 


5 any of thoſe Other Inventors of the old 5 ociry, 


who taught the World a very tc dious and painful 
Method of making Verſes, by which the Health 
and Reaſon of the Poet t were trequently and forely 
- impaired, had the carlier Times of Licerature been N 
7 enriched with this admirable Art. 


1 5 yet after all, there are not a few, who 
: "ae upon them to depr eciate the Invention, who” 


cry down the Thing itlelt, as mean and mechanical, 


and the Verſes it pr xoduces, as deſtitute, in De 
meaſure, of Senſe and Meaning, Thoſe nice : 


Gentlemen, in partic ular, who affect the Bell 


Lettres, contrary to their uſual Attachment 1 5 
Sound, and Contempt to Senſe, treat it with the 
utmoſt Scorn, merely becaufc: tt he Verſes are ge- 
nerated mathem: ally, Surely, never any thing, 
_ fay they, was ſo pedantick. What! Ve rſes made 
e arithmetical Rules ! No Doubt on it the 5 
Thoughts muſt be very fine, and the Diction 
5 vaſtly elegant. Poems Produced this Way mult be - 


ip: top. to be ſure 


Ir is oY to ſec there is no -Realvatg 3 in all 


this; but mere Wit and Raillcry, though never fo 
keen, muſt not be allowed to decide rhis Contro- 


verſy. No human Performance can be perfect in 


all Reſpects. Homer, in the Opinion of ſome 


Criticks, is irregular and inconſiſtent , Virgil too 


uniform and cold ; Lucan hot and injudiciqus; 
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than a bad one. 


1.48 i de Numbers of Readers, 
r for Meaning In 2 Poem. ſurely the : above- men- 


marily to ' pleaſe. = 
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Tafſo weak and groveling, In a Won there is 
no Poet ſo happy in every Particular, as to pleaſe 
all. The only Defect of the arithmetical Species 
of Poetry | is, that ic wants Meaning. If, however, 
it is to be condemned on this Account, what an 
Infinity of Poems muſt ſuffer with it! What a 


Catalogue of Names, celebrated among polite 


Readers, and laureated at Courts, muſt periſh in 
Oblivion! Is mere want of Senſe ſo great an Ob- 
Jection to a Poem? For my Part, I. ſhould think _ 
it were much better to find no Meaning i ina Poem, 


enough be called a good one, Beſides, it there 
who. do. not at all look 


tioned Objection can be none with them. And 


] that there are ſuch, I can very fafely take upon | 
me to affirm. 
Lady ſing that beautiful Song, 
Song in 
| raptured Ceaus, of whom we may truly lay, that 
they are a little too {elfiſh in the Application of 
their Applauſe, to laviſh it away raſhly on Per- 
formances of no Merit Eaſy Readers, among 
whom I may reckon ſome of the greateſt Perſon- 
ages now alive, ſhould have ealy Writers, that 
they may not be forced to rack a delicate Syſtem 
Ot Brains over a Poem, as if they were training 5 
VP at a mathematical Problem. 1 


: How often have we heard a fine 
calle 4 A * Love 
the modern Taſte, 100 | Company of 


Por TICAL © Br TOW are calculated pri- | 
According to this Idea of 


805 Vide Swift Works, Vol. II. Se . 
pleaſes © 


re, Erie 


Confidering how it fares with _ 
Poetry at preſent, a Performance of that Kind, 
which can poſſibly do no Hurt, may de fervedly 


17 


pleaſes by infuſing grateful Fancies into a vacant 


Mind, of which Sort are the Poems of Pope, 


Aadiſon, and Swift, and into that which relieves 
the Mind from the Torture of his own uncaly 


Thoughts, of which Kind we may eſtcem the 
arithmetical Poetry as Chief. For this Purpoſe I 1 


will take che Liberty to recommend it as a ſove- 


reign Opiate. Let the Beau, whoſe Heart pal. 
pitates with the Terrors of a Duel, which he w_ 


either fight To-morrow, or forfeit all his litt 


Stock of Honour, read but a dozen Pages in , 
Poem of this and, after he is gone to Bed, and 


1 will anfwer for it, at the Hazard of my Skill in 


Criticiſm, he ſhall ſleep, all his Adverſary hath - 
quitted the Field of Battle. Let a Belle, 9 55 


Mind is chagrine d with the Loſs of a Lap- dog 


I over, or fore Guineas at Quadril! e, g0 ir nine 
diately to Bed, and get her Waiting-woman to 
read her fifty Lines in a Poem of this Kind, and 
he will find it as conſolatory a as the firſt Ac ldrefles 
of a new Lover, and as ſodorifick as her Prayers. 
All her Thouglits, if ſhe had any, ſhall inte nſiblx 
die away; ſhe ſhall ſweetly diflolve into a Com- 
poſure, which no Dreams of her lormer Loſles 


ihall ruffle. 


"Ts ſroond Author, whom 1 ſhall mention, 


as admired by me and many others, and yet cen- 


ſured by ſome, is my Lord S ftesbury. The. 
Performances of this Author, like the arith: me- 
tical Verſes, are of a very anodyne Nature, but 


in a different Way 3 for, whereas thoſe Verſes arc 


of ſovereign Uſe in ſtupefying Care, his Lord- 
ſhip's Writings are of moſt powerful Efficacy in 


blunting the "Stings of Conſcience, one of the 


_ moſt. teexihle Evils incident to this 11 This... 


noble Perſon, obſerving that molt People are 
E nm  peſtered ; 
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peſtered with idle and ſuperſtitious Fears about 
certain Puniſhments, ſaid to be inflicted on wicked 
Livers, in a chimerical Life after this, and that 
the Conſcience of a Man, ſometimes looking back 
af his Crimes, and anon looking forward at thoſe 


Puniſhments, is apt to excite very terrible and 
ec of Apprehenſions. hath laboured, and 


that with L Sect Succeſs, to diflipate thoſe Fears, 
and relieve the Conſcience from this heavy Yoke, 
which Priefts and Nurſes, taking the Advantage 
of our tender Years, have thought fit to 1 impoſe 


upon us. His Method of doing "this, however, is 


ſingular, and adapted to the Humour and Turn 


of a very particular Cl laſs of Men, t that cov'd not 
have been relieved by the plain and common Ex- 
pedients of others, Who undertake the Cure of 


Conlciences. To give the Reader a clear Idea 


of his Lordſhip's Manner, it will be neceſſary to 


_ characterize the Set of Patien a; whom he choſe 


for lis Province. 


＋ HEY are Men- 9 infinite Senſe anc Kader 


ſtanding, yet of little or no Learning. It is from 


Nature, and from within themſelves, that they _. 
draw forth a Fund of Knowledge, in Compariſon 8 


of which the Wiſdom of the Greeks, Romans, ar 
Fes, is but Sti 


pidity and Ignorance. Hence "8, 
cometh to pals, that they ſeldom read; and when _ 


they do, it is with great Contempt for the Writer. 
if he doth not recommend nimlelt to them by © 


Two Things, Novelty, and Obſcurity. As 10 
the firſt, they fay, and very juſtiy, To what End 
a new Book, 1 the Contents are old? The An 
tiquity of an Ecror cannot turn it into Truth; 


and to tell us © 10 Truths, is Impertine ace, becauſe 


we know them already. It is cer tain, thoſe Truths, 


which may be tod us concerning antient Occur- 
5 N rences 


to 


hidden Meaning. The Sentiments ſeem to be 
; generated between them; nay, the Reader ſeems 
to invent the Sentiments of the Author, and ought, 
on many Occaſions, to have the whole Credit to 
himſelf, inaſmuch as he fre quently draws out a 
ſhining Sentiment from a Paſſage, by which the 
Author cither meaned quite another Matter, or 
nothing at all. Again, the Gentlemen I am ſpeak- 
ing of, have Undcrſtandings framed, like the Eye 
af the Cat or Owl, to ſos in the Dark, ſo that 
they can ſcarcely diſcern a very glaring Sentiment. 
Hence it is, that of Two Books wrote againſt each 
other on any controverted Point, they are always 
convinced by che more obſcure, Had we an Uni- 
£27: 5 verſuy 


19) 


rences and Tranſactions, are not to be known . 


without Reading; but then we are no way con- 


cerned in ſuch Truths; and beſides, as Length of 
Time is perpetually weakening the Authority of 
ſuch Relations, there is no depending on them. 
They have alſo another Reaſon tor hiking Novelty 
in an Author: It ſupplies them with ſomething 
to ſay, which, as it is known to few or none, may 
be calily paſſed for their own; which trite Notions, | 
and received en can never be. 


As to Obſcurity, they 2dmire it in a Writer, 
for many Reaſons: Firſt, Becauſe it is a great 
Pleaſure to them, that others, who have not ſo 
much Penetration as they, are, by the fruitleſs 
Peruſal of an unintelligible Performance, proved 
to be Men of inferior Underſtanding: Secondly, 
Becauſe they can almoſt as ſafely retail tor their 
on the Sentiments of an Author, underſtood- 
only by themſelves, as if his Performance ha 


never been publiſhed, In the next Place, they 


look upon themſelves as ſharing with the Author 
in his Honour, when they find out his recluſe and. 


15 


[2] 


virtity made up of this Sort of Dae their 
public Diſputations, inftead of being managed in 
the uſual plain Way, would be carried on like 
thoſe of die antient Eaſtern Princes, by cramp 
Queſtions, and every Argument propofed would 
begin with Riddle-my-ree. Alexander the Great 
had certainly the Honour to be one of this Species 
of Men. When his Preceptor Ariſtotle pubiiſhed 
his Ethics, the Hero chid the Philoſopher for hav- _ 
ing revealed to the World that Syftem of Know- 
ledge, which he had been inſtructed in, and hoped 
that no Body elſe would. But the Stagirite com- 
forted his Pupil with an Aſſurance, that, although 
the Book was made public, yet the Contents of 


u were ſtill a Secret to N body but Alexander. . 


„ may mince Matters as they pleaſe; * 
put after all, it is certain, that 1, and all other Au- 


thors, like Ariſte le, write in onder to publiſh, and - 


publiſh in order to be praiſed. It is alſo as cer- 
tam, that all Readers (I bes Pardon of mine) 
from him with the Feſque in is Fingers, to him 
with the Spectacles on his Noſe, do read to gra- 
tify their Vanuy, . that is, to gather Knowledge, 
which they intend to make a Shew of. The Per- 


fem, whom 1 have been giving a Character of, 


are Readers of 3 more refined and exalted Vanity, 


than others. They leave the Fruit of a Bramble, 5 


or a Thorn, for meaner People, who can only look 
up with Admiration at thoſe delicious Cluſters, 
reſerved on the Tops of lofty Trees, for the 
Hands of ſuch Giants in Underſtanding, as thoſe 


who make. the Subject of this my Panegyric. . 


What is caſily obtained, is generally little valued; 
and we are apt to rate Knowledge, as we do other = 
Commodities, according to its Rarity, me the 
Price we and {or it. | 


By 


2 1 


Br theſe Means it Bare ſo falle out, 
chat our Gentlemen above-mentioned, who carry 


this Humour farther than others, do moſt admire 
that which they leaſt underſtand, taking it for 


formewhat very ſublime, which their towering Under- 

ſtandings cannot reach to. They have been told, 

that Philoſophy is placed on a Mountain difficult 
of Acceſs; 3 and if this Mountain ſhould hide its 
Summit in Clouds, it ſtrikes them with the 


greater Awe and Admiration. They imagine it 


higher than it is. They gaze at it with ftrange 


Aſtoniſhment, and grow ſuperſtitious as they 


gaze. All Things ſeem larger in the Dark, and 
ſo do thoſe Writings, to which their artful Au- 
thors give a kind of clouded Majeſty, by pre- 

| ſenting them in Fog and Vapours to their Readers. 
A Reader hath no other Way of ſhewing the 


Force and Keenneſs of his Sagacity, as a Reader, 


but by the Difficulty of his Author; and, there- _ 

fore, our piercing 2 Wits can neither give themſelves, ON 
nor others, a full Proof of their penetrating Capq - 
cities, without Authors ſufficiently abſtruſe and —_ 
hard, All Men are not to be pleaſed by one 


Manner of Wrumg, There is an endleſs Variet 


ol Taſtes: Some like Sublim aty, others Perſpi- 
cuity; ſome are fond of Simplicity, others of 
Perplexity and Subtilty | in a Writer. The Gentle- 
men I am ſpeaking of, are moſt delighted with _ 
Obſcurity. Now, as all have a Right to read, 
and, contequently, to read what they pleaſe, I take 35 
Obſcurity to be as uſeful a Talent, as Sublimity, 
inaſmuch as it hath its Admirers, and thoſe not 
a few, who care not a Straw for that which! is plain . 


and caſy. 


3 


| "Tor what chiety e the e Oblcyiey 
3 of ſuch a Writer, a my Lord Sheath to this 
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Sort of Ban, is, that it evi as Gilding: bo 


that Pill, which he preſcribes to the Diſtreſs of 


their Conſciences. They, poor Men ! have been 
a little unfortunate in their Education, which hath 
deeply riveted in their Minds a Fear of Judgment 
and Puniſhments to come; and this Fear damps 
all their Enjoyments, and miſerably cramps their 
Schemes, as well of Profit as Amuſement. Now 
when they conſult with a Caſuiſt, or, I ſhould. 
rather ſay, Exorciſt, about the Expulſion of this 
Demon, if his Realonings ſhould happen to be a 
bile too weak for the Pur poſe, it is plain enough : 
that they may eaſily be too intelligible. As. there- 
fore, they come with Minds impatient for Relief, 
an Argument half apprehended is more likely to 


inſiuate itſelf, chan that, which, by being too 


caſily underſtood, expoſes its OWN Unſoundneſs, 
and gives the Alarm to Reaſon. A very explicit 
Writer is the moſt unfit Perſon in the World to 
remove the Scruples of a queaſy Conſcience, be- 
cauſe Reaſon is generally byaſed by Education, 

ſo as to ſupport thoſe hideous Scruples z and there- 

fore there can be little Good expected from an 


Argument, that is not fo palliated, as to ſteal by 
that auſtere and watchful Door-keeper. Many 
and grievous are the Maladies incident to the 


Mind. of Man! Among which there 1s none ſo. 


ſhocking, and fo hard to be cured, as thoſe of a_ 
Conſcience prejudiced by Notions about another 
World, eſpecially when Reaſon fixeth and rooteth | 


them in the very Underſtanding. Happy is that 
Author, and great his Art! who can enter the 
Intellect in an effectual Diſguiſe, and there form- 
ing a Party among our Paffions, can eject thoſe 
| Tyrants, and beftow on the Soul a FER and 
£ unbounded Liberty. 5 


Sven 


8 


Sve an Author is my Lord Shafteſbury. He 
can paſs incognito thro* the moſt guarded Heart; 
and conceal himſelf, till he hath eſtabliſhed his 
Authority there. He can {trike one Way, till 1 
hath entered a Principle into the Mind; and then 
the contrary Way, till he hath clenched it; and 


all this without being perceived. He can diſpoſ- 
ſeſs the moſt riveted Notion, and impreſs a con- 


trary one, while the Underſtanding is, in the mean 
time, inſenſible of the Change. He can hold the 
Imagination in play with a Rapture or a Flight, 
Ee till he hath paſſed a fine Expreſſion on the Judg- _— 
ment, for a Reaſon, and a Witticiſm, for a con- 


I vincing Argume nt. 


0 no Term, ſuch as the Beauty of Virws, 55 
and the Deformity of Vice, which were ſeldom 
uſed before, even in a metaphorical Senſe, he hath 
employed in a preciſe and philofophical Strictnels, 


as Terms of Art, and drawn ſurpriſing Dilcove- 


ries, and uſeful Speculations, from thence. By theſe, 
and many other Expedients of the like Nature, 
he fo refines the plain and intelligible Science of _ || 
Morality, that it is impoſſible for his Reader to 
find out its Foundation, to diftinguith, whether 
it is ſeated in the rational or ſenſitive Part of our 
Nature, or to form a clear, or any, Idea of 
Virtue; but ſo much may be gathered from him 
at laſt, that Religion is rather prejudicial than 
5 helpful to it; and that Religion, as it is commonly _ 
underſtood, and Superſtition, are one and the 


ſame Thing 


Wai) = he is thus 8 in a the Leagure 


of common and received Opinions, he ſhoots from 
his thick Parkneſs, like Nz/#s out of the Wood, 


wichout running che k Hazard of being attacked 


bimſell. 


eee 


1 [24] 

| himſelf. If any one attempts to be on the Offen- 
ſive with him, and to give Chace to an Opinion 
of his, the fugitive Sentiment immediately takes 
© Cover in a Thicket of fine Words, and poetical _ 
| Rants, where, with the greateſt Eaſe, it can clude 
the moſt diligent Purſuit. But if, on any Occa- 
ſion, a ſtraggling Aﬀertion of. his ſhould be fur- 
priſed, and in a fair Way to be run down, the 
_ artful Author flies to its Reſcue, and, like Venus 
in the Thed, faves his Offspring in a Cloud of in- 
tricate Subtilties, and an inacceffible Obſcurity. 
Like an experienced General, he ſo manages Mat- 


Vie of what he is doing, While their Meaſures 

| lie expoſed to him in all that Noon of Light, 
which their ſilly Confidence induces. them to Aif⸗ 
| Fuſe around. Hence it is, that all the Perform- 


anſwerable. I could point out a Paſſage or wo, 
1 inwhichir appears, that the Author, finding him- 
ſelf incloſed on all Sides by Difficulties and Di- 
"Fi lemmas, fo attenuates his Subſtance, as to eſcape 5 
at an almoſt imperceptible Outlet, like the Genie 
in the Arabian Nights Entertainment, who, being 
confined - cloſe Priſoner in a Barrel, and having 
no way out but at the Bung-hole, rarefied himſelt 
do a Smoak, and fo inſenſibly e ugh | 
= - 1 narrow Tante i 


et 


. r Treatiſes are 1 to . pla 125 
. ————— the Difficulty of the Subjects, others 
through the Method and Stile of the Author. The 
Ui firſt may be called profound, and the latter, of 
Which Kind are all the Philoſophical Eſſays of my 
Lord Shafteſbrry, are, properly ſpeaking, obſcure. 
Now I would not have the Reader think, that 
. 3h when tay, obſcure, L mean in che leaſt to de- 
' FF FR . 
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ters, that his Adverſaries can have little or 110 


ances of this inimitable Genius are abſolutely un- 


[C 25 1 


preclate the Performances of his Lordfhip. It is 
eaſy to handle a plain Subject clearly, its own 


native Light being a ſufficient Illuſtration to it. 


It is hke 775 the ealieſt thing in Nature, and for 
Which no Writer deſerves Thanks, to treat an ob- 
ſcure Argument abſtruicly, becauſe that Darkneſs, 
which, in the Nature of Things, inſeparably at- 


tends it, will naturally, and almoſt unavoidably, 
flow thro? the Pen of him that writes upon it, 
But that Author ſhews Parts and Skill indeed, 


Who clears up a dark and intricate Subject, Nö 


renders it intelligible to che meaneſt Capacity. 
Nor ſhews he leſs Maſtery, who throws ſuch an 


artificial Darkneſs round a Plain and obvious. : 
Top! c, as ſets the Reader a groping, as it were, 

in broad Daylight; by which means the too 
glaring T ruth, Or the. too dazling Error, are pre- 
Tented. 0 the Tend 8 thro? a Fog, wich „„ 
adds to their apparent Magitiide, What it . 


1 from their Bric Labels From Adam to my 


Lord Shafteſpury, there lived n ot fo great a Maſter 
of this Art as Oliver Cromec dell. That great Man, 


4, 8 


who gave Liberty to theſe Nations by killing, 
beggaring, and baniſhing one half of the Inhabit= 
ants, and totally ſubduing the reſt, would often 
carry a Point in Parliament, for which his glo- 
rious and immortal Memory is now drank with _ 
the moſt religions Vencration, by a long, elabo- 
rate Speech, of which not a ſin gle Sentence was 
| underttood by any Mortal in that wile and auguſt 7 
Aſſembly. The Writings of the Schoolmen, 
Cornelius Agrippe's Occult Philoſophy, Perſiuss 


Satires, wu other Performances of the obſcure 


a. found Work for the ſagacic us Readers of 
their own Times, but can no longer pleaſe, ba- 
"cauſe they are no longer ne . Alf covered with 
the Duſt and Cobwebs of An uta they ate -.” 
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; of Zeno, Socrates, Ariſtotle, Averroes, Smigletins, 
 Kekermannus, Locke, and others, to find out a 
Rule for right Reaſoning, by which, as with a 
Needle and Compaſs, the yet vagie and cifſipated - 

Thoughts of Man might be coll ected and ſteered 
thro' the pathleſs Ocean of Science. 
us a Set of dry unwieldy Inſtruments for this 
Purpoſe, ſuch as Modes, Figures, Syllogitms, 
Definitions, Diviſions, Interrogations, 
ſions, Sc. by which the Mind, like a young Colt, 
was to be broken, and then trained to a y ery auk- 
ward and unnatural Sort of an Amble. 
ſtill found Means to evade the Laws made againſt 


of 34 Seconds, 
R1v1CuLe, that is the grand Arcanum of Science. 


Dre 


C 26 


now utterly unfit for the Peruſal of any thing 
but Moths and Book-worms, thoſe Gluttons of an- 
tient Learning; and, having ſerved out their Time 
to the Commonwealth of Letters, are retired to 
Silence and Darkneſs as great as thoſe within them. 
My Lord Shafteſbury, and his Imitator Hucheſor, 
and humble Admirer and cloſe Follower ehe Au- 
thor of the Pleaſures of 
preſent Generation of Obicur riſts intirehy to them 
ſelves. | 


Imagination, have the 


— 


F and fruitleſs were the Labours 


iu, 


They gave 


Concei. 1 


But Erro 


her by theſe logical Legiſiators, and could ſome- 
times ple ead them in her own Defence, directly 


8 in the Teeth of T ruth, for whoſ: Ute ey: Were 


intended. 


1 7 eh has Sees Shaft i aroſe, and 


5 So the World a new, eaſy, effectual, and uni- 
verſal Method. By a nice Calculation ] find, that 
che moſt ſtupid Perſon in the World may learn 


this uſeful 424 admirable Art nearly in the Space 
and a Man of Parts in 222. 


e Dr 1 
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17 it, ſaith our Author, to any Argument 
If the Argument bears up againſt it, and 1s no 
Whit out of C OUntenance, then it is certainly 1 


good one; if it doth not, then it is as certainly 


erroneous and falſe, By the Application of a 


little Banter to a ſuſpected Syllogiſm, if it UN 


0 Ty rally unfound, you thall quickly fee the 
middle Term, and the Terms of the Queſtion, 


fall aſunder, and the Concluſion ſtart off from 
the Premiſes: a8 if newly d divorced from an un- 


Datura! Polygam: y. Since the Invention of this 


new logical Touc hſtone, | an infinite Number of 


Beaux, Belles, *Squires,  Fox-hunters, Farmers, 
Me chanics, Scavengers „ and Goldfinders, have 


commenced Diſputants, and begin to ſneer away 


the grizly Fantoms of Dexrenty and Addreſs. 
Every one, who can laugh, may be a complete 
Maſter of this Art, and au excellent Reaſoner. 
Nom, as all Men are riſible, ſo by this Invention 
they are made rational Animals; and thoſe two 


much-contended Specialities of Man, namely, 


_ Rilibility and Rationality are happily united into 
one. Heietotore jt was imagined, that Philoſo- 
phy was ſeated upon a ſteep and craggy Moun- 
_ tain, which none but the mere Goats of Learn- 


ing and Science could climb; but now we fad. 


| to our great Satisfaction, that ſhe reſides in the 
Jocular Faculty, and ſhews herſelf every Moment 

in the Muſcles of the Face, like an obliging 
POT who is N at the W indo W. 


How happy, were we but ſenfible of 1 it, is the 
Age we hve in]! We can now laugh, and be wiſe, 
By a merry Turn of Thought, or an humorous 
 Skrew of the Face, we can banter Error and Su- 

perſtition out of the World; we can take ſuch 
Strides in Knowledge, as Ages could not attain 
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to, nor Centuries boaſt of, Thoſe arbitrary En- 
groſſers of Knowledge, w ho have hitherto led the 


World by the Noſe, and appropriated LEONE 
to themſelves, ſhall no more rule over the Rea 
ſioons, nor preſide in the Underſtandings of Men: 
The loweſt and moſt 8 Peaſant ſhall be 
2ble to hunt down Error, as well as they; and it 
will be as common to FS Two merry Fellows 


grin for a Point in Natural or Moral Pf nioophy, 


5 as Two old Women for 2 Is or Snuff. 


10 tis; my O r Vations on th; 8 g orious 


: 7 vention. 1 am peil. da ded, the Oppotition « ge 9 
to it by ſome among us, is owing, to the ph! „ 
matic and melancholy Genius of the Eugliſb. Had 1 


it been propoſed in by ance, it had univerſally met 


with Approbation: That Nation, famous for 

Gaiety and Wiſdom „ had opened its Arms to ſo 
 facetious a Method of Improvement, : and em- 
55 braced it with intire Eſteem. 5 


As this great Perſon hath placed Roan in the 


0 fillble Faculty, ſo hath he likev'iſe ſeared Religion | 
in the ſenſitive Part of human Nature, and ren- 
dered it a pleaſant and difintereſted Thing, inde- 
pendent of Hopes and Fears. The Notions of 
Religion, that prevailed in the World before his 
55 Lordſhip? s Time, were both extremely ſelfiſh, 
and hideous. Rewards were propoſed to People 


for being good, and Puniſhments threatened ta 


- Pies" br which Enticements and Terrors the 
very Idea and Eſſence of Virtue were deſtroyed. 
His Lordſhip hath taken Rewards and Punith- 
ments out of the Hands of Superſtition, and now 
Virtue rewards, and Vice puniſhes iHelt, Every 
Man hath a portable Court in his own Conſcience, 


which, in all FP, | diftrivures Juſtice fully and : 
TY effectually 


1 29 
ekfectuall on the Spot. Go where thou wilt, 
O Man, although to never ſo great a Diſtance | 


from Witneſſes and Judges, thou canſt no longer 
do, nor even think, an ill Thing, becauſe thou _ 
art now thine own Law-piver and Judge. I can 
truſt my Wife in thy Bed, and my Purſe in thy 
Pocket, The Beauty of thy Virtue is greater 
than hers, and the Deformi ty of Vice will etfec- 
tually ſecure to me my uncounted Guineas, This 


holds the Strings of my Purſe, and that engages | 


By Careſſes, while Spouſe ſleeps as quietly as 
_ with me; Thanks to the good Lord of Sbafteſ- 
N 5 v. Since the great Reformation intr oduced by _ 

his Lordihip, Religion begins to have an Air of 

_ good Humour, Hell, the Devil, and Damna- 
tion, are now excluded from good Company 3 3 arc. 

L ſcarcely heard of in an Oath, or in the Pulpit; : 
and even Sermons begins to grow polite. Our 

great Folks, not liking the vulgar Religions, with _ 
which theſe Countries abound, as being both ex- 
penſive and inconvenient, were on the point of 
renouncing all Religion, when tus Fade WhO 
knew what they wanted, revealed to them the 
Religion of Taſte. This Religion ſits caly, and 
breaks no Squares. 11 neither lhocks, nor oltends, 
It neither hampers. nor reſtrains. It can never 
occaſion either Diſputes, or Wars. It diſtin- 
guiſhes the polite Part of the World from the 

Vulgar, who cannot partic ipate in it. But, 

ee be, thou wilt aſk me what it is? I tell thee 


gain, It iS Taſte and good Breeding, 


Taz aſk extraordinary Perfor mance, w which 1 
ſhall at this time bring under the Reader's Con- 
fideration, is the celebrated Play of Hurlotbrombo, 
wrote by Mr. Jobnſon, the Support and Glory of 
155 Engliſh See Thou ſceſt, Reader, . 
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ta: Ke 2 Kilful Manager of a F eaſt, I have reſerved 


the beſt and moſt delicious Conte for the laſt, 


Firſt, an Hill, good; then, a Shaſteſbut 3 excel- 


len Loftly, a Fobnjen, incomp: arable. 


Ir is remarked of Shakeſpear, t that had he pe ＋— 


Fly underſtood the Art and Rules of dramatic 
Writing, we ſhould have been deprived of num- 


berleſs Beauties, which we now enjoy in that great 
Poet. But, had Fobnjon's Genius been ha ampered 
with the Tra mels of the Drama, he had been 


wholly loſt to us. Rules, the beſt of Critics will 
allow, were made only for little and narrow Spirits, 
1 hey are mere Leading-ſtrings for infant Imagj- 


nations, which would tumble and grovel on the 


Earth without them. But the ſoaring Soul, whoſe 
Range is Infinitu ide, can never be out of its Way, 
becauſe its Way is boundleſs. That Fire and 
Rage, fo neceſſarily required in every great Poet, 
| with what Vehemence do they blaze out in this 
animated Compoſition | With a noble Negligence 


of Rule he hurries his Subject, and with it ſweeps 


his Reader, thro” Heaven, Earth, and Hell! In 
one Moment he dives into the deepeſt Receſſes 


of the dark Abyſs, and, before Time can bring 


that Moment to a P- riod: he mounts again with | 
ſo ſublime and rapid a Wing, that this Whole 
Globe vaniſhes from his Sight, and he ſecs the 
Stars faintly twinkling beneath his Feet. He hath 


thrown off Reaſon, "that Tyrant of the Fancy, 


which damps its Fire, and cramps its Vigour; 
and, boldly breaking thro* all the Fetters of Cri- 
: ticiſm, harh aſſerted the native There of Poetry. 


Bur as, bonding to the Tenor of this my 


learned and elaborate Treatiſe, that Work, which 
Pleaſes mot People, ought | to bs mae moſt highly 


- elicemed 5 | 


Tz 1] 


eſteemed ; ſo, to give this inimitable Perſormafice 
its juſt Character, all London, that great City of 
Taſte and Judgment, London, for above Fifty 
Nights ſucceſſively, poured forth its Inhabitants, 
great and ſmall, rich and poor, fine and ſhabby, 
to the Repreſentation of this noble Entertainment. 
They all faw, they were all tranſported with De- 
light, and all returned again to repeat ſo exquiſite 
an Et joyment. Pindar, that bright Star of the 

Antict ts, was admirect for a majeſtic Negligence, 


a daring digreſſive Spirit, which at once gave Fire 


and Variety to his Poems. And Johnſon, the 
Comet of this Age, merits equal Glory for that 
Conflagration of Sentiment and Stile that kindles 
in his F irſt Scene, and rages to the very Epilogue. | 5 


Soo after this Performance had ſeen the Light, 
I happened to viſit an old Gentleman, a Friend 


of mine, who hath been a $row ever fince 


the Reign of King WILLIAM. He reads 
the News, lectures his Neighbours 0 on ch Subject 
of Peace and 1 and gives as ſhrewd Gt 


at the Succeſs of a Congreſs, as any one I know, 1 


found him engaged in a pretty warm Diſpute with 

a Maiden Lady, about the Age of Thirty, who 
had been a Beauty 1 in her Time; a young Officer, 8 

who was Nephew to my Friend; and a noted 


_ Critic. Furlothrumps was the Subject of the Con- 


troverſy, which the young Warrior read to the 


Company with an Air and Accent that did e 1 


to the Performance, 


- . the uſual Givilities to me, upon en- 
tering the Room, they reſumed their Diſpute. 
The old Gentleman, who is a zealous Friend to 

the Preſent happy Eſtabliſnment, both in Church 

and State, lecmed very warrn. He Was ; jealous 


of . 
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dk every Line, and either ſaw or kiſpetted Trea? 

” fon in every Page. There is nothing, ſaid he, 
can be more evident, than that it is a treaſonable 
and factions Pamphlet, wrote to fow Sedition 
among the People, and beſpatter the Miniſtry at 
leaſt, Tf not to bein in the Pretender, If this is. 

not the Deſign of the Writer, why thoſe ſcurri- 
lous Reflections on Kings and great Men, in the 
very Firſt Act? Why does the Plot lie ſo deep? 

5 And why is the Whole conducted in fo ſeemingly 
| incoherent and obſcure a Manner, that it is ſcarcely 
| poſſible to underſtand it? What Occaſion for 5 
much Darkneſs, if all was as it ſhould be? If it 

Was not the Spawn of a damned Popiſh Plot, 
there had been no need of introducing ſo many 
__ Famihars and Devils. hy that Lion overcome 
and killed by Hurlothrombo? Is not a Lion Part 
of the Arms of England? 1 do not like that 
Lon. 25 
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- 1 tort, his Paſſion 8 kia £ f far, 
that he would not allow the Performance had 
either Spirit or Sublimity in it, nor, in ſome 

Places, even Senſe, He concluded with a Piece 
of Advice to his Nephew ; To decry it in all 
Companies, leſt he ſhould be ſuſpected of Di 5 
affection, anc wie his Poſt by it. 
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| mn Hs RE "he Officer, who is a Man of Taſte 
ms and Fire, undertook the Defence of his favourite 
Play, with as much Warmth, as was decent in 
tht Support of an Oeir on oppoſite to that of 
his Uncle, That youthful Warrnth, ſaid he, 
which is neceflary i in the Reader of ſuch à Per- 
formance, is a little too much abated in you, Sir, 
to keep Pace with ſuch Writings as this. Your 

_ great Attachment to our Eſtabliſhment hath made 


L 335 
you watchful and apprehenſive, where there ate 
no Grounds for Suſpicion. The introducing of 
Dæmons is a thing very innocent and common 
in our beſt Plays, As for the Lion, he is but a 
Lion; and I will anfwer for him, hath no Deſigns 2 
——_ the Reader, but to pleaſe. 


111 thus e his Unde . Objections 1 
he proceeded to ſet forth the Beauties of the Play 
in ſuch a Strain, as ſhewed he entered deep into its 
Spirit, and was ſenſibly touched with it; maſterly 
Strokes. He commended the Force and Pro- 
priety of the Diction, the Juſtneſs of the Senti- 
ments, the Sublimity of the Amate the Beauty 


and Variety of the Deſcriptions, and dwelt a long 


time on the inimitable Art of the Author, nee 
had ſo artfully concealed his Art, that it required 
infinite Penetration to chicover, there Was any Art 


in it at all. 


5 Tus ente waited a long time, with Impa- 
_ tience, for an Opportunity to interpoſe his Senti: 
ments of the Matter; and was, after all, obliged _ 
do interrupt the Officer. He told us, he did n not 
give his Judgment on that Occaſion, with a De- 
95 ſign to impoſe it on us, becauſe he had acquired 
ſome Reputation for Skill in Criticiſm, but to give 


2 right Turn to the Controverſy, which, in his 
a Se cid not enter no the true : Merits. 0 


1 WILL reality ar grant, d TY: that a true poetl- 3 
cal Fury enlivens the Whole; yet | can never for- 
give an Author's letting looſe the Reins of his 
Fancy, and indulging it in the Tranſgreſſion of 


all Rule and Order. A Writer of any Kd ſhauld 


conſider, that his Readers have Reaſon, as yell 


E OY of 
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43 Imagination; and, while he gratifies the one, 
ſhould take care not to ſhock the other. What is 
unreaſonable, can never be natural; and what is 
unnatural, can never truly pleaſe. Here, Gentle- 
men, you ſee no Harmony, no Coheſion of Parts, 
no Unity of Time or Place, preſerved. A Wil- 
derneſs of Similes, Deſcriptions, Digreſſions, 
Tranſitions, tumbled: in one after another upon 
the Reader, hurry him along in ſuch Confuſion, 
that he hath no Leiſure to attend to the Manage- 
ment of the Fable, the Choice of the Metaphors, 
nor the Delicacy of the Colourings. All is a 
Chaos of beautiful Materials, huddled together in 
_ vaſt Confuſion, from whence we ſometimes hear 
9 an immoderate Peal of Laughter, ſometimes 
1 keighrful Lamentations, Now we grope in an 
Hell of Darkneſs and Terror, and anon, have 
ſuch a Burſt of Light and Blaze about us, as no 
8 Eve- ball can endure. The Senticents, . 
in ſhort, are often extravagant, the Expreſſions 
_ outrageous, and the Fable fo em baraſſed With col 
lateral or oppoſite Driſts, that it is impoſſible to 
1 in with his Deſign, or preſerve the Thrcach | 
he 15 e . 
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Tu 18 ſevere Confure OS moſt [POR ably 
on the Ears of the Officer, "and. the Lady; the lat- 
ter of whom, being per teftly charmed with the 
Bea ties of Hiurlothy rib 05 undertook its De efence 1 
in a manner ſuitable to che good Taite and Senf. 

- bility of her Sex. 
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ow cold, ſaid ſhe, how f of Feeling, muſt 

be chat Heart that reads, wichout Emotion, the 

powerful Workings of the Paſſions in this ſur- 
2 Play! How lofty are its Flights! How 
. 1 5 zuſical 


to än Ilele. {You 


38 


muſical its Stile How amuling its Plot! How 
heroic its Battles! Above all, how engaging its 
; AMIE ws of Love! There is nothing to be met 
with, in the whole Cir le of Reading, that ſo ab- 


ſolut ly racks one down, as the paſſionate Parting 


of the King and his Miſtreſs. There, is Tender- 
neſs 1 in Periettion, X he languiſhing Regards, the 
m atual Dying in eaclue others Arms, the tranſport- 
ing Expre Tons of 12fnite A apps are what no 
P. forma ance ever cqualled 1t and what the icy 
Rules about your Heart (turning > fo. the Critic). 
Wil never ſuffer you to conceryve. I, Sir, can ne- 
ver forgive your loſing the Man in the Critic, 


and däweſſing your {elf of that, which is moſt amia- 


ble in human Nature. You meaſure Poetry by a 
Parcel of « cold inſipid Ru) es, enough to exting\ 1th 
the F 8 of pl Delcriptior and f. freeze a Metaphor 3 
rey u. on the Garbage of an 
Author, and can find no Paſte in the delicious 5 
Dan Ges he drefles up for fine Imaginations. You 
dive into an Author, only as Worms do into 
0 a, Where : you find him upſour id. Lou meaſure 


.4y* 
[ 
1 
1 


1. 1. hings by t he Narrowneſs of your own Un- 


GS 


: Scant chi NS, YOu P YONGUNCE NOTIONS; AP nen ee | 
| mad. | OUR s were not wrote for y but for 

e khe * orld, and it is dow nright Erft ance in you 
to re Al At all. . W iſn, 8 ir, n would conline | 

- yourſe ſelf to a News-paper, and on Almanack. ” 
own 1 thould have had but very little P 3 in 


this Converſation, had it not es for the polite 


and ingenious Defence of Hurloibr ibo, Which 
N Gebddeman meaning the Oer 5 agen 1 be 


derſtanding; and v hatever excceds that wretched 


L 36 1 


＋ HE young Gent eman made her a very wan 
1 fo Bow for this Overture, which, however, he 


5 alfected to in Sas oy AS * mere willy. 


. "a is vigorous Vindication, 4 8 with an 
Farneſtneſs "and Warmth cqual to its Keennels, 
dumfounded all Oppoſition ; and, to my infinite 
Satisfaction, which I took Care to WIGS, car- 

ried the Caule 1 in favo! ur of Hurlothr umbs. 


7 D 1 e, 0 Reader, I met with an Occaſion 
"of being thankful ſor that ineſtimable Stock of 
Wikom, which I derive from E, ducation, upon 


hearing the ignorant Wretch on a Butler, who 


; happened to get a Part both of the Play and the 
Diſpute, as he gave Atte ndance, rruittering to him- 
ſelf ſome uncouth Criticiſms, as well on what had 
paſſed 1 in the Company, as on the Performance 


iielf. I heard him ſwear %e his Soul, he believed 


the Author was mad, and the whole e Company 
little better, for talking fo gravely about his hare- 
- rained Rants, as he called chem; adding, that 
Jom Clatier-plate, who had been lately at London 
with his Maſter Je Wiſeacre, aſſured him every 
body there began to ſuſpect the Author to be a 
mad Man. Aftoniſhing Stupidity ! Be thou thank- 
ful alſo, © Reader, that thou art not ſuch 9 one 
as this Butler, nor as Claiter-plate the Traveller; o 
for, had not thy Stars been kind to thee, thou 
mighteſt have been yet worſe than them, even a 
Scavenger. So take not the Honour 0 thyſelt, 


but be thankful, 


Tur reſt of the Play FEY read out, to the 
"R en Entertainment and Edification of us all, we 


1 


ſpent the Evening very apreeably, every one turn 5 
ing to, and repeating ſuch particular Paſſages, a 
| W beſt to hit his Taſte and Huneur. 5 


I canxom ſhut up this bathe and uſeful 
Treatiſe, without a Parallel between my Lord 
8 baftespury and Mr. Johnſon. There is ſuch a Re- 


ſemblance to juſtify this new Treſpaſs on the Pa- 


tience of my Reader, that the Genius of the one 


ſeems to be trans! II into the other. But what 
ſeems to bring them the neareſt to each other, is 


the Rhapſody and the Hurlotbrumbo ; to which two — 
: Pertormances the Reader 1s defired to conſider 
mc as all uchng in the following Compariſon, | N 


I ESE . ors have, with the fame Bold- 


neſs, ventured from the common worn Path of 

all other Writers, which can now afford nothing 
cChatis new); and, notwithſtanding they ſeem to fone -- 
the boundleſs Regions ol. 'poetical and p hiloſophi- 
cal Matter at = Pando yet tread preciſely in the | 
xcepting in a very few Latency 4.0 
which I tall point to hercal: ter. 


ſame Path, 


IxeERSuUADE myſelf, 1 have a clear 420 diſting 4 
BY Idea of both their Methods; and yet 1 find it ex- 


ceedingly diffic ult to communicate that Idea to the 


called e, 5 after chat of my Lord SHafteſ- 


200th | : 


PPP —— 


1 Rande for want of Terms, which in this Caſe | 
ought to be very complex, ard which, as ths Oc- 9 
cCaſion is new, have not yet been provided by the 
Learned. But, in ſome meaſure to get clear of 
this Difficulty, let us ſuppoſc what will probably 
happen among Poſterity, that there is a great num 
ber of Writings formed exactly according to the 
Manner and Plan of cach; onc half ot Which are 
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3 but'y, the firſt of chat Name; and the other called 
F— Hurlothrumbos, after Mr. Johne n, as Cicero's 
| Philippics are ſo called after cafe of Demoſthenes : 


By which means Rhapſody and Hurlothrumbo be- 


come tlie Terms of two general Ideas, which Ideas 
every intelligent Reader will beſt form to himſelf, 
by careiully peruſing the two Performances; and 
fthoſe who cannot read, EY get others to do it for 
r them. 


Wenz it not for the different Periods of their 


5 Publication, ſo great is their Reſemblance to each 


other, that one would be apt to think they had 


'1 8 flowed — che ſame Pen. 


T1 HERE is 2 tragic Spirit blended wi he Phi. 


Jofophy of the Rhapſody, and a philoſophical in the 
HFurlothrumbo; inſomuch that the Rhapſody may 
not improperly be called an Hurlotbrumbo of 2 
Rhapſody ; and the Hurlothrumbo, a Rhapſody of 
a Tragedy. There is the ſame aſtoniſhing Va- 
niety in both. Both breathe the ſame free Spur it of 


Thinking. Both ſurpriſe us after the fame man- 


ner, and by the fame Faculty of digreſſing ſud- 
denly, and hurrying the Reader in a Moment from 


the Sight of the firſt Subject, in purſuit of a ner, 
one, which eſcapes and leaves him on the Scene 


df a Third, and fo on, till a Thouſand, one af- 
ter another, are ſtarted and quitted in the ſ ame 
Page. They both purſue their Themes with in- 

finite Eagerneſs; but purſue them only for a Mo- 
ment. lt is the peculiar Excellence of them both 


ro deviat te, before they have beaten their Path 


bare; to quit the Pump, ee Nats have © EX- 
_— e their ee 


Non 


* 39 * 

Kos do theſe two eminent t Writers leſs reſem⸗ | 
ble each other in that gloomy Magnificence, in 
which the true Dignity of their Writings conliſts, 


The ſame Midnight Darkneſs lours over both 
their Performances. Each preſents his Reader with 


1 , a Night- Piece, drawn in fo deep a Shade, that it 


ſeems rather the Picture of Night itſelf, than of wy 
benighted Objects. Yet from this Darkneſs a 
Gleam of Light now-and-then breaks forth, which, 


alkhough it ſerves not for Sight or Direction, yet 1 0 
looks exceſſive ly bright, becauſe it ſhines in the 


Dark. They reſemble a Cloud which invelopes 


+= an huge Body of Fire, and ſometimes ſuffers. a 
Flaſh of Lightning to ruſh out with amazing " 8 


Suddenneſs and. Luſtre. 


Bur, as no two Authors ever were cxathly 1 
alike in all reſpects, ſo neither are theſe, altho? 
it be the moſt difficult thing in Nature to ſee 


wherein they differ. If I miſtake not, it is pecu- 


| liar to my Lord Shaftesbury, to charm and be- 
witch his Readers; and to Mr. Johr ſon, to aftoniſh 
and terrify them. The former hath more Art; 
the latter more Fire. The former inſinuates; the 
latter commands. His Lordſhip circumvents our 
Reaſon by Stratagem 5 Mr. Fobnſon takes OUT 


H-arts by Storm. His Lordſhip leads us in the 
Dark through a fantaſtic Heaven; ; Mr. Tobnſon 
drives us trembling through imaginary Terror s. 
The Spirit of the former is an Ignis- fatuus, that 
leads his Reader through Hedges and Ditches, 


over Hills and Dales, and at laſt leaves him [tice 
ing up to the Ears in a Bog; and the Genius 
ol the latter, eſpecially when it exerts itſelf in De- 
Rnd nl is like the blowing up of a a 2 
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oY of Goa _ that breaks out on. a a ſudden with . 


a frightful Burſt, ſcatters Death and Amazement 


| wah, it, Hates the Earth, and invades the Skies 
be with a Chaos of Uproar and Confuſion, | 


s, thou malt e behold. 


bl ©] thy Butence, candid and long-fuffering 
| Reader, hath carried thee thus far, it is now high 
ame I ſhould reward thy indefatigable Diligence, 
and preſent thee with the moſt agrerable Word by 
far, in this tedious Treatiſe; Which T have hitherto 
| reſerved to make Amends for all the reft ; which _=- 
| Song wit tor Word, if thou wilt caſt thy Eyes 
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